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and were anxious to reach a settlement on the Indian problem
acceptable to the overwhelming maJ3rity of the people.
Premier Attlee had in his speech in Parliament declared in
unequivocal terms that the negotiations could be conducted
on the basis of complete independence and that a minority-
would not be allowed to impede the political progress of a
majority. But the manner in which the Ministers were trying
to tackle the Indian problem and the excessive consideration
they were showing to the forces of communalism and reaction-
aryism, had created a feeling of pessimism in political circles
in India ; and at the oresent stage it was doubted whether
the Mission would at all succeed in achieving the object for
which it had come out to India.
The acceptance by the Congress of the invitation of the
Mission to participate in the Simla talks, in spite of its having-
basic objection to its tentative proposals, was looked upon
with suspicion in Indian nationalist quarters and it was felt
that the Congress might yield to communalism in its anxiety
to appease the Muslim League clique. But the statement
issued by Maulana Asad, clarifying the Congress attitude,,
allayed fears and set doubts at rest. The Maulana reiterated
the Congress stand for a united India through federation,
one centre, full autonomy and residuary powers to provinces*
and two lists of central subjects, one compulsory and the
other optional; and declared that the Congress would not
yield on any of the fundamental points.
The Viceroy and members of the British Cabinet Mission
arrived in Simla on Wednesday, the 1st of May. Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad and Sardar Patel also arrived the same day.
With the arrival of the Viceroy and the Cabinet Mission
in Simla the centre of gravity of the fateful talks had shifted
from Delhi to Simla. The Simla settings provided a characteris-
tic contrast between 1945 and 1946.
Last year the Wavell Conference commenced on the 25th
of June and ended unsuccessfully on the 14th of July, with a
fortnight's interval for adjournment. This time, the con-
ference started on Sunday, the 5th of May, and no one could
foretell how long it would last.
On the last occasion optimism prevailed at a high pitch ;
this time commentators were cautious.
Last year Simla was overcrowded-   The Congress  and the